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PREFACE 


Tuts book is planned according to the English Syllabus 
for Standard III. published by the Bengal Government. 
Teachers are referred to this syllabus, which contains an 
exposition of the principles of the Direct Method, together 
with useful instructions to teachers. It is unnecessary to 
repeat here what is said in the syllabus ; but'a few words 
regarding the use of the First Book of English may, 
perhaps, be of value to teachers adopting the Direct Method 
for the first time. | 

The author is not setting down mere theories, but the 
actual results of a year’s teaching of English by the Direct 
Method in Standards III., IV. and V. (Class 7a, 7), and 6) 
in a school in Bengal. 

There are two great advantages in teaching English by 
the Direct Method : 

(i) The work is much more pleasant and interesting, 
both for boys and teachers, than under the old 
or Translation Method. This can at once be 
proved by experiment. g 

(ii) The progress of the boys is far more rapid. I 
have found, in actual practice, that boys of 
Standard IV., taught for six months by the 
Direct Method, can express themselves in 
English and understand spoken English better 
than boys of Standard VI. (Class 5) who have 
learnt English for four years by the old 7Zvrans- 
lation Method. 
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Various objections have been raised to the general 
adoption of this system in Indian schools. Of these, the 
most serious and the most deserving of consideration is 
that teachers specially trained in the use of the Direct 
Method are required; and that these do not, at present, 
exist. My reply to this is that, until trained teachers are 
forthcoming, every Head Master can and must train his 
own teachers. If a Head Master will take the trouble to 
master the principles of the Direct Method, and then will 
take the further trouble to supervise regularly and carefully 
the teaching of English in Standard III. or in Standards 
III. and IV., the difficulty will vanish. 

May I be permitted to draw again upon my own experi- 
ence? In Standards III. and IV. I had, as English teacher, 
a master who had only passed the Entrance Examination of 
the Calcutta University. I began by teaching the classes 
myself in his presence ; then, after a little while, I let him | 
teach before me, stopping him to advise and correct when 
necessary. In a short time he got a thorough grasp of the 
system, and became a zealous convert to the Direct Method ; 
and the boys were just as keen. He is now developing into 
a very efficient teacher, and his own command of English 
has been greatly increased. 

Tt would, of course, be better to have teachers of higher 
qualifications ; but this is, at present, scarcely possible in 
all High Schools. What I wish to point out to those who 
very naturally raise the objection of ‘no teachers,’ is that 
much can be done, if proper measures are adopted, with the 
material already at our disposal. 

But nothing useful will or can be done, unless the Head 
Master or one of the senior English teachers take up the 
English teaching of the lower classes with vigour and 
enthusiasm, and makes time to supervise it daily. The 
time and trouble will be well spent ; and teachers, accus- 
tomed to the old system, will be astonished at the progress 
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made, and at the keenness and relish with which the boys 
attack their work. 

Pretaces are so commonly left unread that I designedly 
cut mine short. There is much more to be said, but I 
think it will be more profitably embodied in the Hints that 
are appended to each lesson. 

I would, however, add a word of acknowledgment to 
Miss Elizabeth Campbell Fergusson, C.M., of the Baptist 
Mission, in whose girls’ school at Entally, Calcutta, I first 
saw how much could be done with the Direct Method by 
teachers of very slender qualifications, and whose ‘“ Do 
and Say” Method of Teaching English’ is the most practi- 
cal and useful little work of the many I have read on the 
subject. Lt 


LESSON 1. 


Pen. Pencil. Pice, 
Book. Bench. Bolt. 
HINTS. 


The teacher should first point to each object in turn 
and name it slowly and distinctly in English. The 
Bengali word should not be given, but the object 
should be pointed to or held up before the class each 
time it is named; then the whole class should repeat 
the word after the teacher several times; and, finally, 
each boy should name it in turn two or three times 
till he can pronounce the name correctly. 

At first it will be necessary to ask questions and 
give explanations in the vernacular; but, after these 
explanations have been given a few times, questions 
should be given in English. The teacher should bear 
in mind that the vernacular should be heard as. little 
as possible, and finally not at all, during the English 
lesson. The sooner the boys are accustomed to hear 
English spoken and to use it themselves, i however 
simple sentences, the more rapid will be their progress. 

As soon as the boys know these words and connect 
them with the objects they stand for,’he teacher 
should proceed to simple question and answer in 
English. 

A2 
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Some may object that is too big a leap, and that the 
boys should first acquire a stock of words and then 
proceed to the sentence. But—and it cannot be too 
strongly emphasized—it is to be remembered that 
the sentence and not the word is the unit of speech; 
and therefore the sooner we bring them to the sentence 
the sooner are we setting the boys on the road that 
leads to the goal of our efforts, namely, the power to 
understand and to speak English. 

There is another practical argument too in favour 
of beginning with sentence. Though English is not 
supposed to be taught in any class lower than Stand- 
ard IJI., it will be found (such has been my experi- 
ence in inspecting a large number of schools in Bengal, 
High, Middle and Primary) that boys who come up 
into Standard III, have nearly always learnt some 
English. They know a certain number of words and 
can usually read and write at least the letters of the 
alphabet ; but what they are never able to do is to 
understand a simple spoken sentence or frame one 
themselves. Therefore to go on teaching them isolated 
words is a waste of time, and we proceed to the sen- 
tence at once. 

The teacher should hold up a pen before the class 
and say, ‘What is this?’ He will repeat the question 
two or three times, giving the vernacular equivalent, 
Then he will give the answer, ‘It is a pen,’ translating 
this also into the vernacular. He will next ask the 
question in English, with no accompanying translation, 
and will very soon get from the boys the answer, ‘ It is 
a pen,’ As soon as the boys clearly understand the 
meaning of his question he will proceed with the 
remaining five words, taking care to speak very 
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slowly and distinctly, and to make the boys do the 
same. 

The lesson will then proceed as follows: 

Teacher (holding up a pen). What is this? Boys 
(together). It is a pen. 

After this has been repeated several times, the 
teacher may address his question to individual boys 
till each boy has answered. Then boys may be called 
up one by one, and made to ask the question, the class 
answering. The lesson will then continue. 

Teacher (pointing to bench). What is this? Boys 
(together). It is a bench, etc., ete. 

It will soon be found that the boys get interested 
and become most eager to ask and to answer questions, 
and the teacher will do well to let them take as large 
a share as possible in asking as well as in answer- 
ing questions. If an enterprising boy introduces a 
word or two from his own vocabulary so much the 
better. As soon as the questioning and answering 
becomes spontaneous a great step has been made; the 
boys are beginning to speak the English language (a 
very different thing from learning the meanmg of 
English words); and the Direct Method is in practiee. 


” 


LESSON 2. 
What is this ? 
It is a map, wall, door, desk, cap, coat. 
HINTS. 


The lesson should begin with a revision of Lesson 1. 
If the boys know the names of the different objects, 
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and can answer and ask the questions without diffi- 
culty, the teacher may proceed to the new words of 
this lesson. But, if there is any hesitation in answer- 
ing or difficulty in understanding questions, more time 
must be given to revision. A large vocabulary is not 
what is aimed at, but power of expression. It is 
therefore necessary to make very sure of the old 
ground before going forward. One lesson may take 
two or more days, according to the progress of the 
class. 

No vernacular words need be used in Lesson 2; 
the boys may proceed at once to question and answer 
in English. The question of reading and writing 
English has now to be considered. The teacher should 
find out which boys can read and write any English. 
Probably most of the boys will be able to read and 
write at least the letters of the alphabet. If this is 
so, the teacher may, at once, begin to write the new 
words on the board at the end of each lesson and 
dictate them on the following day in sentences. 

If few of the boys know their letters, blackboard 
work and dictation must be postponed and the boys 
set to learn them. There is no need to hurry this; 
three or four letters may be learnt each day and 
earefully written. 

There should be a separate hour once or twice a 
week for writing from copies for all the boys, whether 
they can read and write or not. I have found that 
the handwriting, in most of the schools I have in- 
spected, is, as a rule, poor or bad ; therefore it should 
be carefully attended to from the beginning, and no 
slovenly writing allowed to pass. 

Note that the s in 7s has the sound of z. 


* 
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LESSON 3. 
What is this ? 
It is your hand, head, finger, foot, leg, lip. 


HINTS. 

Begin always with revision. 

Encourage the boys to ask one another questions. 

The questioning and answering should be as spon- 
taneous as possible. As soon as the boys become 
interested, there will be no difficulty about this. The 
teacher must be on the watch all the while to correct 
mistakes in pronunciation, and he must insist on slow, 
clear utterance. 

Special attention must be paid to the final con- 
sonants in such words as hand, head, foot, leg, lip, 
book, map, ete., which must be clear and distinct. 

The word your when once explained in the ver- 
nacular will be clear, and may be used in future 
without translation. When blackboard work is com- 
menced (and this must depend on the progress of the 
class in reading and writing), it will be well to arrange 
the words, written at the end of the lesson in columns, 
according to parts of speech, thus: 


hand it is 
finger your 


There is no need to trouble boys with grammatical 
definitions, or with grammar in any form at this stage ; 
but the practice of classifying the words is a useful 
one—it is no more trouble than writing them in one 
row—and, in course of time, the boys will learn to 
recognize the different parts of speech for themselves. 


’ 
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LESSON 4. 
Show me your hand. This is my hand. 
Show me your finger. This is my finger. 


Show me your foot, leg, book, ete. This is, ete. 


HINTS. 


Begin with revisron. 

Insist on complete sentences in every answer. 

The new words in this lesson are my and show. 
These may be explained in the vernacular, and then 
the lesson proceeded with in English. 

In all cases the objects named should be pointed to, 
and the appropriate action should accompany the 
answer. The answering should be at first simul- 
taneous, but the greater part of the time should be 
given to individual questioning and answering. A 
boy when asking questions should stand near the 
master’s desk, facing the class, so that everyone can 
see and hear him. This part of the lesson is always 
much appreciated by the boys. 

The teacher will have to keep a careful eye on the 
dull and idle boys, who usually take refuge on the 
back benches ; he must see that they are not merely 
mumbling unintelligible sounds when the class is 
answering. It is always a temptation to a keen 
teacher to push on the best boys, but he must resist 
this and give the duffers plenty of individual work, 
or the class wil] be ruined. 

Blackboard. me this show. 


Dictation. Sentences from the lesson. 
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LESSON 5. 
REVISION. 


HINTS. 


One day in each week should be devoted entirely 
to revision, Whether this revision comes after 
Lesson 2 or Lesson 3 or Lesson 4, must depend on 
the progress of the class. In no two schools is it 
likely to be the same, nor are the boys likely to begin | 
with precisely the same stock of knowledge. In 
future, revision, as a separate lesson, will not be given 
in this book; but it must not, on any account, be 
forgotten that weekly revision is of the highest 
emportance. 

The teacher may very usefully give this lesson to a 
great extent into the hands of the boys, letting them, 
each in turn, act as examiners to the rest of the class. 
They must, of course, ask all questions in English. 
The teacher must be on the watch to suggest fresh 
words and phrases, and keep an ever open ear for 
errors of pronunciation. Eager boys are apt to speak 
too rapidly, and consequently to pronounce badly. 
This must be carefully cheeked. ’ 


Blackboard. A few of the more difficult words. 
Dictation. A few selected sentences. 


If the progress of the class in reading and writing 
is insufficient, blackboard work and dictation must be 
put off till later. 
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LESSON 6. 
What is this ? It is your hand. 
Show me your hand. This is my hand. 


Show me your eye, ear, This is, etc. 
toe, heel, thumb, nose, 
mouth, 


HINTS. 


The principal parts of the body may now be taught ; 
~ about half a dozen in one lesson will be enough. 

It is not necessary, at this stage, to teach more than 
the names of the more important members of the 
body. It should be noted that the word belly is not 
used in polite society in England. The boys should 
be taught to use the word stomach instead. 

Note that the s in nose is sounded as 2. 


Blackboard. eye 
ear 
toe 
heel 
thumb 
nose 
mouth. 


Dictation. Sentences trom this lesson. 
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LESSON 7. 
Stand up. I stand up. 
Sit down. I sit down. 
Stand up. We stand up. 
Sit down. We sit down. 
Open your book. I open my book. 
Shut your book. I shut my book. 
Open your books. We open our books. 
Shut your books. We shut our books. 

HINTS. 


It is a good thing to use English words of command 
‘as soon as possible, and, accordingly, they are intro- 
duced here. The meanings of the words J and we 
may be given in the vernacular once or twice; the 
boys will readily learn their use by practice. No 
grammatical explanation is necessary; all that will 
come later. 

The vernacular equivalents of open and shut need 
not be given; if the action accompanies the word it 
will be understood at once. So also with stand wp 
and sit down. These forms are more appropriate than 
stand and sit, and should therefore be used. + 


Blackboard. I stand up 

; We sit down 
open 
shut 


Dictation. A sentence or two from this lesson. 


Dictation should always be given very slowly and 
great attention paid to handwriting. 


f 
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LESSON 8. 


Ashutosh, take up your I take up my book. 
book. 


Take up your books. We take up our books. 
Anukul, take up your pen. I take up my pen. 

Take up your pens. We take up our pens. 
_Bijoy,put down your pencil. I put down my pencil. 
Put down your pencils. We put down our pencils. 


Ali Hasan, touch your I touch my hand. 
hand. 
Touch your hands. We touch our hands. 


HINTS. 


Note the final s, given in italics, of pens, pencils 
and hands has the sound of z. 

No explanation need be given in the vernacular of 
the three verbs take wp, put down and touch; the 
accompanying action will make the meaning suffi- 
ciently clear. 

These new verbs will afford an excellent means of 
revising most of the nouns that have already been 
learnt. - When once the meanings of these verbs are 
understood, the teacher’s voice need scarcely be heard 
during the rest of the lesson, for boy after boy may 
come up and give orders to the others and ask them 
questions. This way of carrying on a lesson is always 
enjoyed by the boys, and it is, at the same time, a 
most useful one. 

But though the teacher may speak little, he by no 
means abdicates his functions. There is always need 
for constant watchfulness and wise guidance. The 
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Direct Method makes great demands on the energy 
and inventiveness of the teacher. He must be con- 
stantly moving about in his class, correcting, guiding 
and stimulating, with a mind on the alert to seize 
every opportunity to put things in a fresh and attrac- 
tive form. The type of teacher who can never tear 
himself from his chair or his eyes from his book will 
make but little of the new system. 
Blackboard. take up 
put down 
touch 


‘Dictation. One or two easy sentences. 


LESSON 9. 
Romesh, look at your book. I look at my book. 
Look at your book. We look at our books. 


Mohitosh, look atthe black- I look at the blackboard. 
board. 
Look at the blackboard. We look at the blackboard. 
Ganesh, look at the map, 
wall, door, ete. 
Abdullah, look at me. I look at you. ’ 


Look at my hand. I look at your hand. 
HINTS. . 


The teacher should always go through the lesson 
beforehand, and know it so well that he has scarcely 
ever to refer to the book. 

Look at, which is to be treated as one verb, may be 
explained in the vernacular to start with, and then 
used without translation during the rest of the lesson. 


A 
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In order to enable the teacher to move freely about 
the class, the desks should be placed sufficiently far 
apart to admit of his passing between them. 


Blackboard. you look at 


Dictation. Sentences from the lesson, if the boys are 
far enough advanced in writing. 


LESSON 10. 


Is this a pen ? No, it is not a pen; it is a pencil, 

Is this a book? ~—No, it is not a book; it is a map. 

What is this ? It is a blackboard. 

Is it a map ? No, it is not a map; it is a black- 

board. 

Is this a desk ? No, it is not a desk; it is a bench. 

What is this ? It is a door. 

Is it a wall 2 No, it is not a wall; it is a door. 
Ete., ete. Etc., ete. 


HINTS. 

The proper form of the question in English is a 
constant stumbling block to Indian students, and 
therefore it is well to give the boys plenty of practice 
in asking as well as in answering questions; and, if 
the caution is not superfluous, teachers should them- 
selves be very careful never to use incorrect forms. 

The negatives no and not, when once explained, will 
be readily understood. The best form of explanation 
is, after all, use and example. When a boy cannot 
answer or answers incorrectly, it is much bette for 
him to hear another boy answer correctly and then 
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answer it himself, than to have it explained by the 
teacher. 


Blackboard. no 
not 


Dictation. Sentences. The use of the full stop and 
note of interrogation may be taught. 


LESSON 11. 


Is this a pen ? Yes, it is a pen. 

Is this a pencil? No, it is not a pencil; it is a pen. 
Is this a chair ? Yes, it is a chair. 

Is this a desk ? No, it is. not a desk ; it is a table. 


HINTS. 


This lesson may be combined with Lesson 10, and 
afford much useful practice. 

It must not be forgotten that at least one 2, day a 
week is to be devoted entirely to revision. 

Particular attention should be paid to the vowel 
sound in table. The word is commonly pronounced 
by Indian boys as teble, a single vowel sound. It 
should be made clear that the a in table is a dowble 
vowel, and is really eh ee combined. If the word is 
pronounced very slowly as teheeble, the boys will soon 
get the right sound. 

When the lesson is once started, the boys should do 
most of the questioning. 


Blackboard. chair yes 
table 
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Dictation. Simple sentences using the three new 
words in combination with ones already learnt. 

The full stop and note of interrogation may be used 
henceforth. 

Remember always that the oral work is the most 
important, and is not to be cut short for the sake of 
writing. 


LESSON 12. 


Where is your book ? It is on the desk. 

Where is your pen ? It is on the bench. 

Where is your pencil ? It is under my bench. 

Where is your cap ? It is on my head. 
Etc., ete. Etc., ete. 


HINTS. 


The preposition always affords material for inter- 
esting lessons, and the boys can be relied upon to 
invent plenty of questions of their own, illustrating 
the use of on and under. The questions should, of 
course, be made in regard to objects placed in different 
positions. Thus if the teacher holds out his hand 
with book on it, and asks the question, ‘Where is the 
book ?’ he should, after getting the answer ‘It is en 
your hand,’ follow it up with the question, ‘Where is 
my hand?’ and elicit the answer, ‘It is wnder the 
book.’ 

Blackboard. where 

on 
under 

Dictation. Simple sentences, if time permits and if 
the boys are far enough advanced in writing. 
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LESSON 18. 
Where is the book ? It is under the bench. 
Where is Ram ? He is on the bench. 
Where is Gopal ? He is behind the bench. 
Where is Abdullah ? He is in front of Ram. 
Where is Bijoy ? He is behind the blackboard. 
Where is my hand ? It is under the book. 
Where am I? You are in front of the black- 
board. 

Where is his pen ? It is in his pocket. 

Ete., ete. Etce., ete. 

HINTS. 


We continue the lesson on prepositions. The number 
taught must depend on the progress made, not by the 
clever boys, but by the most backward. It is always 
to be remembered that it is far more important that 
the boys should be able to use a few words freely in 
sentences, than that they should know the meaning of 
a large number of words. 

Care should always be taken to make the boys 
speak slowly and distinctly, and to sound final con- 
sonants clearly. 


Blackboard. pocket his behind 
in front of 
in 


Dictation. Ore or two sentences. 
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LESSON 14. 

What is this ? It is a big book. 

What is this ? It is a small book. 

What is this ? It is a red cap. 

What is this ? It is a blue coat. 

What colour is this ? It is red, blue, black, white, 
green, yellow. 

Is the board white ? No, it is not white; it is 
black. 


What colour is your coat? It is black. 


HINTS. 


The common colours are to be taught. The ver- 
nacular equivalents need not be given, as the object 
referred to must always be pointed to when the 
question is asked. On no account should lists of 
words with their meanings be given to the boys; this 
is merely to relapse into the old Translation Method, 
and must be, at all costs, avoided. 

If any of the boys introduce the names of colours 
other than those in the lesson, no harm is done, so 
long as each colour is mentioned in connection with 
some object shown to the class. The teacher should, 
however, beware of giving too many words at a time. 


Blackboard. colour big black 
coat small white 
red green 


blue yellow 
Dictation. Sentences of lesson. 
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LESSON 15. 
How many pens have you ? I have one pen. 
How many hands have you ? I have two hands. 
How many books have you ? I have three books. 
How many books has Ramesh? He has four books. 
How many fingers have you ? I have five fingers 
on each hand. 
How many boys are on this There are six boys 
bench ? on this bench. 
Etc., ete. Etc., ete. 
HINTS. 


The first ten numerals may be taught. If the boys 
already know these, as they probably will, the teacher 
may go on to 20 or 30; but he should rather give too 
little than too much. 

The z sound of s in the words pens, hands, fingers, 
boys, should be noted and carefully taught to the boys. 
The s when sounded as z is printed in italics. 


Blackboard. one has 
two, ete. have 


Dictation. Sentences using numerals. Do not 
dictate the numerals separately but in sentences, 
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LESSON 16. 


Ram, show me your right hand. This is my right hand. 
All show me your left hands. These are our left 


hands. 
Bijoy, show me your right hand. This is my right hand. 
Romesh, turn to the left. I turn to the left. 
All turn to the left. We turn to the left. 


Boys on the second bench turn We turn to the right. 
to the right. 

Ali Hasan,.look to the right. —_I look to the right. 

Third bench look to the left. | We look to the left. 


HINTS. 


The new verbs will be easily taught without the 
use of the vernacular. The teacher should himself 
raise his hand as he uses the word show, should turn 
as he uses the word twrn, and so on, remembering 
always to speak very slowly and distinctly, and to 
repeat each sentence several times before questioning 
the boys. 

Make clear that the s in hands and these has the 
sound of <. 

‘Phe first few ordinals may be taught. 


Blackboard. right turn to 
left look to 
first 
second 
third 


fourth 
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LESSON 17. 
Hamid, stand up. I stand up. 
Come here. I come. 
Show me your book. This is my book. 
Go to your place. I go to my place. 
Sit down. I sit down. 
Ganesh, go to the blackboard. I go to the black- 
board. 
Take the chalk in your hand. I take the chalk in my 
hand. 
Write the word book on the I write the word book 
board. on the board. 
Is that right ? Yes, it is right. 
No, it is wrong. 
Put down the chalk. I put down the chalk. 
Go to your place. I go to my place. nese F 
HINTS. oe 


ni ase 
= 
vet. tev 


The words right and wrong may be explained in 
the vernacular. The teacher should see that the boys 
get the right vowel sound in the word place; it is a 
double sound eh ee, as in table (see Lesson 11). The 
word should be spoken very slowly as a dissyllable 
pleh-ees, by the teacher, so as to make clear the double — 
vowel sound. 

The words of command given in this lesson should 
always be used in future instead of vernacular expres- 
sions; they may be supplemented by other forms that 
are in common use in the class. 

The teacher should carefully note down in the 
margin any additional words he may give to the class, 
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and should not give any words that are not likely to 
be in frequent use. 


Blackboard. place right come here 
chalk wrong go 
word write 


Dictation. A few sentences using the new words. 


LESSON 18. 
Rameswar, stand up. __I stand up. 
Touch your chest. I touch my chest. 


What are you doing? Iam touching my chest. 
(To class.) What is he 


doing? . He is touching his chest. 
Ali Hasan, rub your 
finger. I rub my finger. 


What are you doing? Iam rubbing my finger. 
(To class.) Whatishe He is rubbing his finger 
doing ? with his right hand. 

Ete., ete. Etc., ete. 


HINTS. 


The difference between the 1st and 8rd persons, I 
am, he 2s will be best learnt by practice; so also the 
difference between J rub and J am rubbing. Any 
grammatical explanation would be out of place at this 
stage and would only serve to confuse the boys. 
After they have used these forms for some time they 
will gain the sprachgefiihl, or langwage feeling, that 
will prompt them almost instinctively to choose the 
right one. It is this feeling that guides a child to 
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choose the right expression in its own language, 
though it may be entirely ignorant of grammatical 
rules; and it is our object to create gradually in the 
minds of our pupils a language feeling that will guide 
them to express themselves naturally and without 
effort in correct English. 


Blackboard. chest touching with 
rubbing 
LESSON 19. 
(An outdoor lesson.) 
Can you walk ? Yes, I can walk. 
Walk. I walk. 
What is he doing ? He is walking. 
Run. I run. 
What is he doing ? He is running. 
Stop. I stop. 
(To class.) Can you all run? Yes, we can all run. 
Can you jump ? Yes, I can jump. 
Can he run fast ? Yes, he can run fast. 
No, he cannot run fast. 
Is he running fast ? No, he is running slowly. 
HINTS. | 


This lesson should be given in the school play- 
ground where there is room for the boys to walk, 
run and jump, without creating disorder. The boys 
who are not employed may sit on the ground and 
watch. 

It is always to be remembered that these lessons 
are not intended to be followed rigidly, but rather to 
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afford material and suggestions for lessons. The 
teacher may vary them to suit circumstances; but 
he should always note down very carefully all omis- 
sions and alterations, so that he, or anyone taking his 
place, may know exactly what the class has done. 


Blackboard. can fast 
walk slowly 
run 
stop 
jump 


Dictation. A few sentences may be given when the 
class comes indoors, if time permits. 


LESSON 20. 
Bijoy,take your copy-book I take my copy-book and 
and write. write. 
What are you doing ? I am writing with my pen. 
What is he doing ? He is writing, with his 
pen, in his copy-book. 
Is he writing well ? No, he is writing badly. 


Is this boy writing badly? No, he is writing well. 

What is Ashutosh doing? He is writing on the black- 
board. 

What are you doing ? Iam looking at Ashutosh. 

What colour is the chalk? The chalk is white but the 
board is black. 

Take the duster and clean I take the duster and clean 

the board. the board. 

What is he doing ? He is cleaning the board 

with the duster. 
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HINTS. 


There should be plenty of practice in this type of 
question. Whenever an order is given, in the ordinary 
course of work, one or two boys should be asked, 
‘What is he doing ?’ 

Every opportunity should be seized to make the 
boys use phrases already learnt. 

All necessary orders should be given in English. If 
those given in the book are insufficient, the teacher 
should introduce others required in his class. 

Longer sentences may now be used with the help of 
but and and. 


Blackboard. duster clean well but 
chalk badly 
Dictation A few sentences. The boys should be 
taught to use capital letters at the beginning = 
sentences. 


LESSON 21. 

What is your name ? My name is Ram Prasad. 
What is his name ? His name is Ram Prasad. 
Where do you live ? I live in Calcutta. — 
Where does he live ? He lives in Caleutta. 
What is your father’s My father’s name is Ganga 

name ? Prasad. 
What is his father’sname? His father’s name is Ganga 

Prasad. 


Does your father live in No, he lives in Krishnagar. 
Caleutta ? 

How old are you? I am nine years old. 

How old is he? He is nine years old. 


* 
al 


— «oe 
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HINTS. 


The questions may be varied according to circum- 
stances. 

The teacher must beware of spending too much time 
on one or two boys. Every boy should have a turn 
during the lesson. If the time is running short boys 
may be allowed to answer in groups three or four at 
a time; but individual work must not be neglected. 

The alternate questions in this lesson may be asked 
by one boy, and answered first by the whole class and 
then by each boy in turn. 3 

Note that live has the short vowel sound. It must 
not be pronounced leeve. 


Blackboard. name live how old 
where 


Dictation. A few sentences. The boys should be 
reminded to use the full stop and note of interrogation. 


LESSON 22. 

What is this ? It is your book. 

Is it bigger than your No, it is smaller than my 
book ? book. 

Is my pen longer than No, your pen is shorter than 
yours ? mine. 

Is Mohitosh taller than Yes, he is a little taller than 
Ashutosh ? Ashutosh, 

Are you taller than Ashu- Yes, I am a little taller than 
tosh ? Ashutosh, but I am not 


taller than Ali Hasan. 
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How old are you? I am ten years old. 
Are you older than Ram Yes, I am older than Ram 
Prasad ? Prasad, but I am younger 
than Bijoy. 
Is my pen longer than Yes, your pen is longer than 
Ali Hasan’s pen ? Ali Hasan’s, but it is 


shorterthan Ram Prasad’s. 


HINTS. 


Two things are to be taught during this lesson, the 
use of the comparative and the compound sentence 
with but. Example and practice are to be the two 
methods of teaching, no theory is to be introduced. 

The use of ’s to denote the possessive case may also 
be pointed out when we come to the writing part of 
the lesson. | 

The use of yowrs and mine must be learnt by practice. 

Note that the final s of yowrs, years, Prasad’s has 
the z sound. 


Blackboard. smaller a little 
bigger 
taller 
shorter 
older 
younger 


Dictation. Sentences using comparatives. 
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LESSON 28. 
(An outdoor lesson.) 
What is this ? It is a tree. It has a trunk, 
branches, twigs and leaves. 
Has it any roots ? Yes, it has roots, but they are 


under the ground. 
What colour are the The leaves are green like grass, 


leaves ? but the trunk and branches 
are brown. 
Are there any flowers No, I cannot see any flowers on 
on the tree ? it, but [ can see some fruit 
and a bird on one of the 
branches. 
How many leaves can I can see many leaves, but I 
you see ? cannot count them. 
Can you touch the No, I cannot touch the leaves, 
leaves ? but I can touch the trunk. 
HINTS. 


This lesson, which should be given under the 
shade of a tree, may very well be spread over two 
or three days. The teacher may add fresh words 
when the dullest boys have mastered those already 
given. 

Note that s when printed in italics has the sound of 
z. The boys should be encouraged to describe what 
they see and frame sentences of their own. The 
teacher may prompt them by saying, ‘Describe the 
tree, or ‘Tell me about the tree.” ete. The boys should 
now be passing beyond the stage of mere question 
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and answer, and should be able to frame simple sen- 
tences of their own from the words they know. 


Blackboard. tree_ 
trunk 
branch 
twig 
leaf 
grass 
root 
flower 


bird 


Dictation. A few sentences. 


brown 
one of 
many 
any 


can 
cannot 
count 
see 


they 
them 


The boys should not 


be troubled with the plurals of these words till they 
know them well in the singular form. 


LESSON 24. 


What is this ? 
Describe the knife. 


Feel the blade. 
Is it sharp ? 

Can you cut with it? 
Get a piece of wood and 
cut it with the knife. 
Tell Bijoy to go outside 
and get a small stick. 
Here is a small stick ; now 
cut it with the knife. 


It is a knife. 

It has a handle and a 
blade. The handle is 
made of wood and the 
blade is made of steel. 

I feel the blade. + 

No, it is blunt. — 

Yes, I ean cut with it. 

There is no piece of wood 
here, Sir. 

Bijoy, go outside and get 
a small stick. 

I eut the stick with the 
knife. 
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HINTS. 


This lesson may be given indoors or out of doors, as 
is most convenient. 

After the boys have heard the new words and _ 
phrases once or twice they should be able to carry on 
a simple conversation about a knife. 

The teacher must watch carefully and allow no 
mistakes to pass unnoticed. He must see, too, that 
all the boys get a turn, particularly the backward 
ones. 


Blackboard. knife sharp describe now 
handle — blunt feel 
blade cut 
bone tell 
steel bring 
piece 
stick 


Dictation. Sentences from the lesson. 


LESSON 25. 


(An outdoor lesson. A ball should be brought into 
the class before the lesson begins.) 


What is this ? It is a ball. 
What is it made of ? It is made of leather. 
What is inside it ? I do not know. I think 


it is full of air. 

Throw it on the ground. I throw it on the ground 
and it bounces. 

Can you catch it ? Yes, I can catch it. 
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Now throw it to Bijoy. _I throw it to Bijoy. Bijoy 
catches it and throws it 
to Ganesh. 

Roll it along the ground. I roll it along the ground. 
It stops near Ali Hasan. 

Ali Hasan, pick it up and 

feel it. I pick it up and feel it. 

Is it soft or hard. It is not very soft and is 

not very hard. 


HINTS. 


The lesson is to be given out of doors. If it is wet 
another lesson may be substituted. There is always 
plenty of material for revision, and it must not be 
forgotten that, at least, one day a week is to be 
devoted entirely to revision. 

The new nouns and adjectives may be explained in 
the vernacular, if necessary; in most cases it is not 
necessary. 

The accompanying action should make the meaning 
of the verbs clear without any translation. 


Blackboard. ball soft know’ very _ inside 
air hard is made of 
leather full of think 
ground bounces 

catch 
throw 
roll 
pick up 


Dictation. A few sentences. See that the boys use 
capital letters for proper nouns and that the writing 
is neat, 
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LESSON 26. 


What is this ? It is a knife. 
Put it in your pocket. I put it in my pocket. 
What is in your pocket? There is a knife in 3 


pocket. 
Is there anything else in Yes, there a pencil in my 
your pocket ? pocket. 


Put your hand in your I put myhand in my pocket. 
pocket. 
Take this pice and put it I take the pice and put it in 


in your pocket. my pocket. 

Show me what is in your I havea knife, a pice and a 
pocket. pencil in my pocket. 

Is there a hole in'your Yes, there is a small hole 
pocket ? in my pocket. 


Take care, you will lose I will take care, Sir. 
your pencil. 


HINTS. 
The teacher should always insist on having com- 
plete sentences as answers. 
The use of the future tense may now be gradually 
introduced. The boys should be taught to use the 


word Sir when addressing their teacher. 
Note that the s in lose is sounded as 2. 


Blackboard. pocket , else take care 
hole anything lose 


Dictation. A few sentences, always given very 
slowly and clearly. 
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LESSON 27. 


(A clock should be brought into the class before the 
lesson begins.) 


What is this ? It is a clock. 

This is the face. This is 
the hour hand. This is 
the minute hand. 

What time is it ? It is nine o'clock. 

It is half-past nine. 

It is a quarter to ten. 

It is ten o'clock. It is a 
quarter-past ten. It is 
20 minutes past ten. It 
is 25 minutes to eleven. 

The clock is striking 
twelve. 


HINTS. 


A dummy clock face is the best thing for this 
lesson. If this is not to be had, an ordinary clock 
will do. A watch is rather too small, and cannot be 
properly seen by all the boys. This lesson, may be 
spread over two or three days. Some time must 
be given to teaching the boys the Roman numerals 
that are usually found on a clock face. The halves 
and quarters should be thoroughly learnt first; and 
then, in a second lesson, the teacher may proceed to 
the minutes. 

To and past are always a little puzzling at first, and 
must be carefully taught. 


* 


40 A FIRST BOOK OF ENGLISH 


At the beginning of subsequent lessons, the class 
may be asked the time, if there is a clock im the 
room. In any case, there should be frequent reference 


to this lesson so as to keep it in mind. 


Blackboard. 
clock 
face 
minute hand 
hour hand 


time. 


half 


Dictation. 


quarter 


A few sentences. 


strike past 


to 


The teacher may give 


a question and let the boys write their own answer. 


LESSON 28. 


Where is Ram ? 
What is in his hand ? 


What is he doing ? 


What is he writing ? 
Has he spelt it right ? 


Clean the board. 
What are you doing ? 


What are you doing now ? 


Can you spell duster ? 


He is near the blackboard. 

There is a piece of chalk 
in his hand. 

He is writing on the black- 
board with a piece of 
chalk. 

He is writing the word 
board. 

Yes, he has spelt it quite 
right. 

I clean the board. 

I am cleaning the board 
with the duster. 

I am writing the word 
duster on the board. 

Yes, Sir. D-u-s-t-e-r. 


iS ee 
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HINTS. 


This lesson can be varied at the teacher’s pleasure. 
He should encourage the boys to frame sentences of 
their own, and not stick too closely to the book. 

When spelling aloud, boys should be made to articu- 
late each letter clearly and separately, right up to the 
end of the word. 

In most schools I have inspected I have found the 
boys hurrying over the last two or three letters of 
the word they are spelling, so that the final letters are 
never distinct. This should be checked, and each 
letter given its full sound. 


Blackboard. duster. spell. 


Dictation. A few sentences. ; ; 


LESSON 29. 


Teacher. Silence. Answer 
to your names. 
Ram Prasad. R. P. Present, Sir. 


T. Where is Bijoy ? He is absent, Sir, 

T. Is he ill ? Yes, Sir. He has 
got fever. 

T. Where is Suresh ? He is late, Sir. 


T. Mohitosh, come here. JM. Thank you, Sir. 
Take your book. 

T. Ali Hasan, where is © A. H. I have left it at 
your pencil ? home, Sir. 

T. Ask Ashutosh to lend 
you one. 


a 
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A. H. Ashutosh,pleaselend A. Here is a pencil. 
me a pencil. 

A. H, Thank you. 

T. Now, attend, and repeat 
these words after me. 


HINTS. 


We have here a few more of the ordinary words of 

command and other forms in daily use. These should 
be taught to the Loys with any others the teacher 
considers necessary. 
__ In future these expressions should always be used 
in the class instead of their vernacular equivalents. 
The phrases Please and Thank you should be carefully 
taught. Boys should always use the word Si7 in 
addressing their teacher, and should always preface 
a request with the word Please, and receive anything 
with the expression Thank you. These words are 
quite as necessary in English as ap, apare, korun, 
kigye, and the similar forms demanded by good 
manners in the vernacular; and it is a matter of 
regret that they are so commonly neglected in Indian 
schools, for their absence always gives the impression 
of bad manners. Indian boys are naturally well 
mannered, and it is most important that they should 
learn from the beginning the ordinary forms used in 
_ polite English society. 

Be careful that the boys do not say prejent instead 
of present, with the s sound; also that they get the 
z sound of s in please correctly. | 

He has got fever is better than he is suffering from 
fever. é 
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board. fever present answer at home after 
home absent ask 
silence late lend 
ill please 
thank you 
attend 
repeat 
left 
got 


Dictation. A few sentences. 


LESSON 30. 
Ashutosh, why are you late I could not start in time 
this morning ? . because my breakfast 


was not ready, Sir. 
How far is your home from About a mile, Sir. 


the school ? 

When do you have your’ At nine o'clock, Sir, but 
break fast ? : to-day it was late. 

Well, you must stay in after 
school. 

Try to come in time to- . 
morrow. | 

What did you have for I had fish, rice and milk, 
breakfast to-day ? Sir. 

Did you have any fruit ? Yes, Sir, I had some man- 

goes. 

Ali Hasan, tell me what I had some meat and 

you had for breakfast. bread, Sir. 


What did you have todrink? I had some water, Sir. 


“7 
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HINTs. 


This lesson may be spread over several days and 
varied to suit circumstances. The phrases being a 
little more difficult should be taken a few at a time. 
The affirmative and interrogative forms have, did 
have, drank, did drink will need a good deal of 
practice. 

Note that have breakfast is a better form than take 
breakfast. 

These lessons should be frequently revised along 
with the Reader in the second half of the year. 


Blackboard. 

morning late could why after because 
breakfast ready — start in time 
home some stay in how far 

— school any try about 
fish tell when 
rice drink to-day 
milk ; to-morrow 
mangoes : | well 
meat 
bread 
water 


Dictation. A few sentences, 
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' LESSON 31. 


Take your books. 
Open them at page 27. 
Have you found the place? 


Ali Hasan, begin to read 
at line 10. 

Read more slowly and 
carefully. 

Next boy read. 

That will do. 

Mohitosh, show me your 
exercise book. 

The writing is not good 
and many words are 
spelt wrong. You must 
be more careful. 


Bijoy, where is your 
book ? 

Ask Ram Prasad to lend 
you his book. 


B. Ram Prasad, please 
lend me your book. 
B. Thank you. 


We take our books, 


Yes, Sir, we have all found 
the place except Jogesh. 


Here it is, Sir. 
I will try to do better, 
Sir. | 


I have left it at home, 
Sir. 


R. P. Here it is 


J 


HINTS. 


Some of these phrases will be necessary before pro- 


ceeding to the Reader. 
few at a time. 


They should now be learnt, a 
Probably a certain number will need 
to be explained in the vernacular to start with. 


But 


once learnt, the vernacular should not be used. 


f” 
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It cannot be too strongly impressed on the teacher 
that if he wants to succeed he must banish the 
vernacular from the class-room during the English 
lesson, and let the boys hear and speak nothing but 
English. 

He should note the double sound of the vowel in 
page and place (see also Lessons 11 and 17). 

The boys have now a vocabulary of about 250 
words, all of which they should be able to use freely, 
if they have been properly taught; and they should 
have learnt how to ask and answer simple questions, 
and how to describe ordinary objects and actions. 
There is no reason why this vocabulary should not be 
considerably enlarged during the half-year, for these 
lessons are not meant to be rigidly followed, but to 
suggest method and to supply a certain amount of 
~ material to work with. 

When the teacher introduces words not given in the 
book, he should carefully note them down for future 
reference—a good plan is to write them in the margin 
of the book. A word once taught should be often 
used in subsequent lessons, and this cannot be done 
unless the words are systematically noted down. 

What, however, the teacher should always bear in 
mind is, that we do not so much want the boys to 
know a large number of words, as to be able to use 
well what they know. What we are aiming at is not 
a large vocabulary, but power of expression. 


Ram. 
Bijoy. 
Ram. 
Bijoy. 
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RHYMES. 


iF 
I have two eyes and I can see 
The book, the desk, in front of me, 
The wall, the ceiling and the floor, 
The boys the benches and the door. 


And when I go outside I see 

The school, the well, the house, the tree, 
The sky, the sun, the cloud, the ground, 
And grass and flowers all around. 


2. 
I have two hands the same as you, 
And Ram and Bijoy they have two, 
One thumb, four fingers stand on each, 
To touch, to point, to take, to reach ; 
With them I hold my pen and write 
Upon the paper smooth and white. 


3. 
Now Bijoy, tell me, what are those ? 
These are my feet and these my toes, 
And will you count them, please, for me ? 
Two feet and ten small toes you see ; 
With these I walk and jump and run, 
And play and have all sorts of fun; 
Without these legs and toes and feet 
[ could not move nor leave my seat. 
One, two, three, four, five, 
Once I caught a fish alive. 
Why did you let him go? 
Because he bit my little toe. 
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